Teacher: Rebecca Longley
Title: “Identity Collage”
Grade: 6-9th grade
Overview of Lesson: 
In this lesson students will explore the “Big Idea” of identity, in correlation to a presentation of the work of William Wegman.  The students will examine their own identity, and incorporate it with a personal object or image into a mixed media collage.  This lesson will take approximately four class sessions. 
Objectives:
· The students will learn a brief history of collage.

· The students will learn about the work of William Wegman.
· The students will learn how to compare and contrast various forms of artistic expression associated with the “Big Idea” of identity, by viewing works by Pablo Picasso, Ellen Gallagher, and Lou Beach. 
· The students will develop and maintain an identity journal/sketchbook.

· The students will learn how to critique each others work and give constructive feedback and criticism, while implementing appropriate vocabulary.  
· The students will be able to use different techniques for creating a mixed media collage.
· The students will be able to express their identity through an artistic collage.

Rationale:
Creating a mixed media collage focused around the “Big Idea” of identity gives students the opportunity to reflect on their lives and growth.  Incorporating the use of a variety of materials makes for more meaningful and creative art making process.  This lesson encourages students to take a deeper look at the work of William Wegman and other artists including Pablo Picasso, Ellen Gallagher, and Lou Beach, and consider the similarities and/or differences in their work/identity to another artist.  By maintaining an identity journal/sketchbook, students will document aspects of their daily life and identity, and use this information as a reflection tool in later lessons. 
Standards Addressed:
Standard #1- Creating, Performing and Participating in the Arts: Students will create a mixed media collage conveying their personal identity.
Standard #3- Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art: Students will respond to and critique each others work.

Alternate Standard #4- Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts: Students will develop an understanding of the “Big Idea” of identity in relation to a variety of artists, and the personal and cultural forces that influence the techniques of which they express themselves. 
Materials: 
· Newsprint paper

· 16x20” White Matboard 
· Pencils

· Erasers

· Fine-tip permanent markers

· Rulers

· Assorted periodicals and old books

· Crayola Model Magic (white)

· Recycled 16-24guage assorted wire

· Assorted acrylic paints

· Glue, non-toxic and hot-glue

· Wire cutters

· Scissors

· Masking tape

· Tissue Paper

· Paint brushes

· Polaroid camera with film
Teacher Resources: 
· All of the above materials.
· PowerPoint presentation of William Wegman and his “Big Idea” Identity. 

· Computer with PowerPoint and overhead projector capabilities.
· Sketch and final studio example.
· Student Assessment Checklist.
· Books: Polaroid, by William Wegman. Funney Strange, by William Wegman. Man’s Best Friend, by William Wegman. How to Make Collages, by John Lynch. 
Concepts/Vocabulary: 
-
Identity: The distinguishing character or personality of an individual.
· Humor: The quality that makes something laughable or amusing.
· Emotions: A state of feelings.

· Anamorphism: A distorted image.

· Collage: An artistic composition made of various materials glued on a surface.

· Layer: One thickness, course, or fold laid or lying over or under another.

· Hybridity: Blending of techniques and materials.

· Weimaraner: One of a German breed of hunting dogs having a smooth silver-gray to dark-gray coat, a cropped tail, and blue-gray or amber eyes.

· Portrait: A likeness of a person.
· Critique: To review or analyze.
Instructional Procedures/Strategies

Day 1: 

Motivation and Exploration:
Introduce lesson with PowerPoint presentation on William Wegman and his “Big Idea” of Identity and Humor, and pass out Wegman worksheet. 
Discussion Questions: (To be asked during and after the PowerPoint)
· Have you ever tried to take photos of your pets?

· What kind of connection do you have with your pets?

· If you could be any dog or animal what would you be?

· Has anyone seen Wegman’s work before?
· What feeling do you get by looking at Wegman’s work?

· What is Identity?

· What is Humor?

· What feelings/emotions would you like to express in art?

· What objects or images do you identify with?

· What materials would you use to express your identity through collage?
(15 Minutes)
Demonstration:

· Show students my studio example of “Identity Collage”. 
· Demonstrate how I attached various materials to the matboard. 
· Demonstrate how the students can implement drawing and painting into your collage.
(5 Minutes)
Implementation:
· Ask students to choose materials (which have already been laid out on the table) that they would like to use in their collage and put them in their material boxes. 

· Have students write their name on the back of the matboard. Ask students to lay out where they would like to put their materials on the matboard, and then allow them to begin creating their “Identity Collage”.
(20 Minutes)

Cleanup:

Students return all of their collage materials to their personal material boxes, and place them in the designated class storage area.  Have each student return classroom materials to their designated locations.  Today’s table monitor will wipe down the table, and make sure that any scraps of paper or other materials are off the floor. When they have finished cleaning up, the students can sit quietly in their seats. 
(5 Minutes)

Summery/Review:

After all materials have been put away and they are sitting quietly in their seats pass around the resource books on Wegman and collage, then ask them the review questions.  Assign identity journal/sketchbook.
Journal/Sketchbook Assignment: 
- Draw the feeling of identity.
- Everyday sketch an event of your day that relates to your personal identity.

Review Questions:

· What kind/s of photos or personal objects have you decided to use in your “Identity Collage”? 

· What collage materials are/will you use in your piece? 

· Have any of you decided to use the Polaroid camera?

(3 Minutes)

Day 2: Studio work day: Review vocabulary and information regarding collage and William Wegman. Repeat relevant activities from list above.

Day 3: Studio work day: Pass out vocabulary worksheet. Repeat relevant activities from list above.  Remind students of journal/sketchbook due next class.
Day 4: Critique

Implementation:

· At the beginning of class ask students hang their work from the critique wall, and then form a semi-circle in front of it.  

· Invite students to look at their classmates work, then have them guess which students work belongs to which collage. 

· Encourage the student to explain why they chose the materials they did to represent their identity. 

· Collect student journal/sketchbooks.

(30 Minutes)

Motivation and Exploration:

· Introduce next assignment with a PowerPoint presentation.

(15 Minutes)
Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated throughout the lesson on:
· Individual performance and development of ideas.
· Communication of personal idea/identity through collage. 

· Class participation.
· Completion of Wegman and vocabulary worksheet.
· Identification of the works of William Wegman, Pablo Picasso, Ellen Gallagher, and Lou Beach.
· Critique of personal and peer work while implementing appropriate vocabulary.
Modifications: 
- Students can choose to work with a variety of materials, other than paper, to construct their “Identity Collage”.  
Extensions: 

(For students who do not have their personal object or photo) 

· Pass out newsprint paper, and ask students to write their name on the back of the paper.  Instruct students to visualize and sketch a photo or personal object that they might like to use in their collage, and that they can bring into class next time.
(For students who need to be challenged)

· Allow student to create a more three-dimensional collage. 

· If student has experience with digital photography and Photoshop, allow them to make a more Wegman-ized “Identity Collage”.  

This lesson can be continued into a lesson on printmaking, or photography and Photoshop for older students, and encourages students to take notice of their personal identity.
Name
_____________________________

Date
_____________________________

Curriculum and Instruction
William Wegman PowerPoint Worksheet

1.  Who is William Wegman? 

2.  Who/what are his influences?

3.  What is Wegman’s main subject matter?

4.  What mediums does Wegman work with?

5.  What do you think Wegman’s Big Idea is?

	Name ____________________
	Date _____________________


 

Identity Collage Word Search

Find the hidden words, and then define in the space below.
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Identity
Humor
Emotions
Anamorphism
Collage

Layer 
Portrait
Hybridity
Critique

DEFINE

Identity: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Humor: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emotions: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anamorphism:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Collage: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Layer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Portrait: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hybridity: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critique: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Identity Collage Assessment Rubric 
Student Name:

Date:





Additional Comments:






Students preparedness for class: 
 0
1
2
3
4
5

- Arrived to class on time





- Had materials and assignments prepared 

Comments:

Students use of class time:

 0
1
2
3
4
5

- Preparation and clean up

- Development of ideas/planning

- Use of and respect for materials

Comments:

Conceptual Development:

 0
1
2
3
4
5

- Creativity, ingenuity

- Risk taking

- Communicating “Big Idea”

- Fulfilling content of the assignment 

Comments:

Technique:




 0
1
2
3
4
5

- Use of materials

- Craftsmanship

- Demonstrates knowledge of collage process

Comments:

Participation:



 0
1
2
3
4
5

- Contributed to class discussion/questioning

- Completed daily assignments and cleanup

- Completed provided worksheets

- Use of vocabulary during discussions and critique

Comments:
Student Assessment Checklist 

	Student 

Name
	Use of Class

Time

(Comment)
	Use of Vocabulary

(Tally)
	Participation

(Comment)
	Critique Feedback

(Comment)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Total Points:         / 25





KEY:


0 - Poor


1 – Needs work


2 – Average


3 – Good


4 - Excellent





Total___________








